
 

In the event of an emergency evacuation of the church, 
the congregation should exit through the south and west 
doors, as directed by the stewards 
 
Giving to St Mary’s 
It costs £2,400 a week to run this church and we welcome 
your donations. There is a contactless giving station at the 
back of church and a plate for cash donations. For online 
and monthly donations please use this QR code or the 
“donate” button on our website.   
Please be as generous as you can.   
Thank you. 
  
Parish ministry team 

Clergy  
Revd Hazel White: 07585 316466 
Revd Jayne Adams: 07894 167552  
 
Please note: Hazel’s day off next week will be Friday 9th   

October 2026 
 
Licensed Readers 
Mandy Butler 
Mary Cutler: 0121 472 3343 
 

Church Wardens  
Kate Cheyney: 07736 667468  
Angela Lidgbird: 07411 578385 
 
Parish Administrator: Zara Thompson 
For all administrative enquiries including baptisms, 
weddings, banns, and funerals, please contact Zara: 
office@stmarysellyoak.org.uk or 07879 305640 
 
If you have any notices to add to the TWS, please email 
office@stmarysellyoak.org.uk by the 12noon on Tuesday 
for inclusion in the following Sunday’s edition.  
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Hymns:  282  706  290  284  532 
 
  
Collect:  
Creator God,  
you made the goodness of the land,  
the riches of the sea  
and the rhythm of the seasons;  
as we thank you for the harvest,  
may we cherish and respect  
this planet and its peoples,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Readings:  Deuteronomy 8:7-18 

2 Corinthian 9:6-15 
Luke 12:16-30 

  
Post Communion Prayer: 
Lord of the harvest, 
with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in 
creation 
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: 
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you 
give us 
and make us generous and wise stewards 
of the good things we enjoy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
For your prayers:  
We pray for those who are unwell: Edward Mason, Brian 
Black, Patricia Costa, Yuk Lam, Hilda Stormont, Vicky Tod, 
Pat Westwood, Angela Whitaker, Yip Chor Yin, Stephen 
Hardwick, Bernadette Mary Wright, Clare Smith, Albi 
Omens. 
 
We pray for those who have recently died:  
Daren Collins 
 
If you would like to be added to our prayer list, or know 
someone else who would like our prayers, please email 
office@stmarysellyoak.org.uk or speak to one of the 
clergy. 
 

 
St Mary's is here to proclaim and 
celebrate the love of God for all 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
This Sunday  Harvest  

10:00 am Parish Eucharist  
 
Weekdays 
Tues 8:30am  Morning Prayer  
Wed  8.30am  Morning Prayer 

10.00am Holy Communion  
   (followed by Open Church) 
 
Next Sunday  Trinity 19 

8:00am  Holy Communion  
10:00 am Parish Eucharist  
12.00 Baptisms 
 

Readings   Isaiah 25:1-9 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 
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Diary dates for October 

Thurs 1st  10.30am  Holy Habits group (hall)  

Thurs 1st 7pm   Holy Habits group  

   (westwood room) 

Sat 3rd   10am   Car Boot Sale 

Sun 4th   10am  Harvest Festival Parish 

    Eucharist 

Sun 11th  8am  Holy Communion 

Sun 11th  10am  Generosity Sunday Parish

    Eucharist 

Sun 11th  12noon  Baptisms  

Sun 11th  4pm  Youth Church Group (hall)  

Mon 12th  7pm  Book Group (hall)  

Sat 17th  10am   Confirmation Preparation   

   morning (church)  

Sun 18th  10am  St Luke All Age Eucharist 

Sun 18th 6.30pm  Choral Evensong  

Tues 20th 10:30am Coffee Morning 

 

Flowers 

If you would like to sponsor flowers for a particular reason or 
occasion, please contact Kirsty: kirstysimms1@icloud.com   
 

Food Bank 
Items the food bank is short on this week include tinned 
meat, tinned meals, long life milk, tea bags (80 pack) 
cuppa soup, sugar, noodles, rice, tinned tomatoes, tinned 
spaghetti, instant rice, hand soap, toothpaste & 
toothbrushes. 
 
Confirmation 
Bp Esther will be with us at 10am on Advent Sunday, 29th 
November, for a service of Confirmation. If you are an adult, 
or a young person in year 6 and above, and you are interested 
in being baptised and/or confirmed, please let Hazel 
know.  There will be a preparation morning on Saturday 17th 
October beginning at 10am. 
 

Car Boot Sale – Saturday 3rd October – 10am-1pm 
Please do come along if you can to support our last car boot 
sale of the year. This is also your final chance to rehome any 
unwanted “treasures” you may have by donating them to the 
church stall. Please bring these to the back of church on 
Sunday mornings, Wednesday mornings or Friday evenings. If 
anyone can offer help on the day with car-parking, entrance 
or refreshments, please see Kate Cheyney or John/Carole 
Surtees. Thank you! 
 

Harvest Festival Sunday 4th October 
We celebrate Harvest Festival at our 10am Parish Eucharist on 
Sunday 4th October.  Donations of non-perishable food 
items for the Food Bank will be gratefully received at during 
the service.  
 
Book Group – Monday 12th October – 7pm (not 7.30pm!) 
Book group will be meeting in the Church Hall to talk about 
Taken At The Flood by Agatha Christie. Discussion is not 
confined to the book in question! Light refreshments 
provided. All welcome. Please see Kate or Angela if you are 
interested. 

 
Coffee Morning Tuesday 20th October, 10.30 am to 12.00 
noon 
The next coffee morning will be held at the home of Susan 
and Chas Walker, on Tuesday 20th October from 10.30 am to 
12.00 noon (Please contact the office for the full address 

office@stmarysellyoak.org.uk or 07879 305640).  The aim 
of these coffee mornings is to raise funds for Christian 
Aid.  Everyone is welcome to come along for a cuppa and a 
chat.  We are always looking for volunteers to host a coffee 
morning, so if you feel you could do this and would be willing 
to do so, please contact Sue Wiltshire in church or ring on 
07703279942. 
 
Annual Service of Remembering - 1st November, 4pm 
At the annual Service of Remembering on 1st November at 
4.00pm the names of those whose funerals we have 
conducted in the last year and the names of other departed 
loved ones you wish to be remembered will be read out. 
Names can be written in the book which will be at the back of 
church from Sunday 11th October until Sunday 25th October. 
 

The Readings 

As we might expect, the readings for Harvest Festival focus on 
the human relationship with God and the rest of creation, but 
they are also pertinent to our current engagement with the 
Holy Habit of generosity. Under the Law of Moses, all the 
commandments need to be kept if the people are to flourish 
within the land. This is made clear in the passage from 
Deuteronomy (8:7-18) where the keeping of divine laws is 
directly connected to the fruitfulness and abundance of the 
natural world. The fact that all things were created by God 
should provoke an attitude of humility. This is a generous 
divine gift, and human flourishing is not possible without it. 
At the same time, the fact that God liberated the people from 
slavery in Egypt, should engender a commitment to 
generosity and hospitality, especially towards the outsider 
and those in need. So, when humans fail to follow God’s 
commands, choosing pride over humility, and greed over 
generous sharing, the consequences tend to be catastrophic 
– iniquity, violent conflict and the loss of nature’s fruitfulness 
and abundance.  

 

In our Gospel reading (Luke 12:16-30), Jesus seems to suggest 
that, when people become obsessed with heaping up wealth 
and possessions, assuming that this will bring them happiness 
and security, they are on a pathway leading to scarcity and 
anxiety. The creation is fruitful and abundant; it can meet the 
essential needs of everyone. Animals and the rest of the 
natural world know this instinctively, but humans need to be 
taught it. St. Paul makes a similar point when encouraging the 
Corinthian Christians to give generously to a collection for the 
poor in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 9:6-15). God has given them 
an abundance of blessings, and they should respond with a 
willingness to share generously with those in need. It may 
seem counterintuitive, but generous giving brings true riches 
and can prompt those who benefit from such kindness to 
worship God. 

"It is sinful for people to misuse or destroy what they 
did not make. The creation is a unique, irreplaceable 
gift, therefore, to be used with humility, respect, and 
skill." Wendell Berry (1934-2026) 
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Stuart Masters 
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